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II

(Information)

INFORMATION FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES

COMMISSION

Authorisation for State aid pursuant to Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty

Cases where the Commission raises no objections

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2007/C 240/01)

Date of adoption of the decision 27.6.2007

Reference number of the aid N 421/06

Member State Portugal

Region Madeira

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) Zona Franca da Madeira

Legal basis Decreto Lei n.o 163/2003, de 24 de Julho — «Alteração do artigo 34.o do
estatuto dos Benefícios Fiscais»

Decreto Lei n.o 500/1980 de 20 de Outubro — «Criação na Região autónoma
da Madeira de uma zona frança»

Type of measure Aid scheme

Objective Regional development

Form of aid Tax advantage

Budget Annual budget: EUR 22,5 million; Overall budget: EUR 300 million

Intensity —

Duration Until 31 December 2013

Economic sectors All sectors
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Name and address of the granting
authority

Ministério das Finanças e da Administração Pública

Other information Annual report

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be
found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/

Date of adoption of the decision 31.8.2007

Reference number of the aid N 279/07

Member State Slovakia

Region Trnavský kraj

Title (and/or name of the beneficiary) R&D aid to VUJE, a.s.

Legal basis — Zákon č. 172/2005 Z. z. o organizácii štátnej podpory výskumu a vývoja
— Ustanovenie § 5 ods. 2 písm. b) zákona č. 231/1999 Z. z. o štátnej pomoci

v znení neskorších predpisov

Type of measure Individual aid

Objective Research and development

Form of aid Direct grant

Budget Annual budget: EUR 2007: 104; 2008: 130; 2009: 110 million; Overall budget:
EUR 0,34 million

Intensity 100 %

Duration Until 31.12.2009

Economic sectors Electricity, gas and water supply

Name and address of the granting
authority

Agentúra na podporu výskumu a vývoja (APVV)
Mýtna 23
SK-811 07 Bratislava

Other information —

The authentic text(s) of the decision, from which all confidential information has been removed, can be
found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/community_law/state_aids/
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Initiation of proceedings

(Case COMP/M.4726 — Thomson Corporation/Reuters Group)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2007/C 240/02)

On 8 October 2007, the Commission decided to initiate proceedings in the above-mentioned case after
finding that the notified concentration raises serious doubts as to its compatibility with the common
market. The initiation of proceedings opens a second phase investigation with regard to the notified concen-
tration, and is without prejudice to the final decision on the case. The decision is based on Article 6(1)(c) of
Council Regulation (EC) No 139/2004.

The Commission invites interested third parties to submit their observations on the proposed concentration
to the Commission.

In order to be fully taken into account in the procedure, observations should reach the Commission not
later than 15 days following the date of this publication. Observations can be sent to the Commission by
fax ((32-2) 296 43 01 or 296 72 44) or by post, under reference number COMP/M.4726 — Thomson
Corporation/Reuters Group, to the following address:
Commission of the European Communities
Competition DG
Merger Registry
Rue Joseph II/Jozef II-straat 70
B-1000 Brussels
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Non-opposition to a notified concentration

(Case COMP/M.4861 — KESA/EMH)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2007/C 240/03)

On 4 September 2007, the Commission decided not to oppose the above notified concentration and to
declare it compatible with the common market. This decision is based on Article 6(1)(b) of Council Regu-
lation (EC) No 139/2004. The full text of the decision is available only in English and will be made public
after it is cleared of any business secrets it may contain. It will be available:

— from the Europa competition website (http://ec.europa.eu/comm/competition/mergers/cases/). This
website provides various facilities to help locate individual merger decisions, including company, case
number, date and sectoral indexes,

— in electronic form on the EUR-Lex website under document number 32007M4861. EUR-Lex is the
on-line access to European law (http://eur-lex.europa.eu).
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IV

(Notices)

NOTICES FROM EUROPEAN UNION INSTITUTIONS AND
BODIES

COMMISSION

Euro exchange rates (1)

11 October 2007

(2007/C 240/04)

1 euro =

Currency Exchange rate

USD US dollar 1,4199

JPY Japanese yen 166,96

DKK Danish krone 7,4510

GBP Pound sterling 0,69700

SEK Swedish krona 9,1093

CHF Swiss franc 1,6733

ISK Iceland króna 85,13

NOK Norwegian krone 7,6815

BGN Bulgarian lev 1,9558

CYP Cyprus pound 0,5842

CZK Czech koruna 27,473

EEK Estonian kroon 15,6466

HUF Hungarian forint 249,22

LTL Lithuanian litas 3,4528

LVL Latvian lats 0,7041

MTL Maltese lira 0,4293

PLN Polish zloty 3,7370

Currency Exchange rate

RON Romanian leu 3,3305

SKK Slovak koruna 33,560

TRY Turkish lira 1,6851

AUD Australian dollar 1,5721

CAD Canadian dollar 1,3874

HKD Hong Kong dollar 11,0099

NZD New Zealand dollar 1,8445

SGD Singapore dollar 2,0764

KRW South Korean won 1 302,62

ZAR South African rand 9,7164

CNY Chinese yuan renminbi 10,6573

HRK Croatian kuna 7,3240

IDR Indonesian rupiah 12 864,29

MYR Malaysian ringgit 4,7773

PHP Philippine peso 62,490

RUB Russian rouble 35,3640

THB Thai baht 44,696
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V

(Announcements)

PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMON
COMMERCIAL POLICY

COMMISSION

Notice of initiation of a partial interim review of the countervailing measures applicable to imports
of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) film originating in India

(2007/C 240/05)

The Commission has decided on its own initiative to initiate a
partial interim review limited to the level of subsidization for
certain Indian exporting producers pursuant to Article 19 of
Council Regulation (EC) No 2026/97 of 6 October 1997 on
protection against subsidised imports from countries not
members of the European Community (‘the basic Regu-
lation’) (1).

1. Product

The product under review is polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
film originating in India (‘the product concerned’), currently
classifiable within CN codes ex 3920 62 19 and ex 3920 62 90.
These CN codes are given only for information.

2. Existing measures

The measures currently in force are a definitive countervailing
duty imposed by Council Regulation (EC) No 367/2006 (2) on
imports of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) film originating in
India.

3. Grounds for the review

There is sufficient prima facie evidence available to the
Commission that the circumstances with regard to subsidisation
on the basis of which measures were established have changed
and that these changes are of a lasting nature.

Indeed, the benefits from two subsidy schemes (the Duty Entitle-
ment Passbook Scheme (‘DEPBS’) and the Income Tax Exemp-
tion under Section 80 HHC of the Income Tax Act (‘ITES’))
appear to have significantly decreased. This is due to the modifi-

cation of the relevant basic Indian laws on which these schemes
are based.

As a consequence, the level of subsidisation is likely to have
decreased for those companies whose measures are based either
fully or partly on benefits obtained from one or both of the
aforesaid two schemes in the investigation period used in the
investigation that led to the determination of the level of the
existing measures.

This indicates that the measures mentioned in the preceding
point on imports of the product under review at their present
level may no longer be necessary to counteract the current
subsidisation. Therefore, the measures should be reviewed for
the companies in question.

These companies include those listed in the Annex and any other
producer of the product under review that makes itself known
to the Commission within the deadline set in point 5(b)(i) below
and demonstrates within the same time limit that (1) it enjoyed
benefits from one or both of the two schemes mentioned above
during the investigation period used in the investigation that led
to the determination of the level of the measure to which they
are subject (1 October 1997-30 September 1998), and that
(2) given the structural changes in these schemes as mentioned
above, the benefit accruing from these schemes has decreased.

In addition, if the review investigation shows or any interested
party provides sufficient prima facie evidence within the deadline
set in point 5(a)(i) below that exporters of the product
concerned that are concerned by the current review are bene-
fiting from subsidy schemes other than those mentioned above,
an investigation of these schemes may also be made within the
framework of the current review.
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(1) OJ L 288, 21.10.1997, p. 1. Regulation as last amended by Regulation
(EC) No 461/2004 (OJ L 77, 13.3.2004, p. 12).

(2) OJ L 68, 8.3.2006, p. 15. Regulation as last amended by Regulation
(EC) No 1124/2007 (OJ L 255, 29.9.2007, p. 1).



Insofar as the modified subsidy margins resulting from the
current investigation could have an impact on the measures
applicable for cooperating companies in the investigation that
set the level of the measures and/or on the residual measure
applicable for all other companies, these rates may be revised
accordingly.

It should be noted that, for those companies which are subject
to both anti-dumping and countervailing measures, the anti-
dumping measure may be adjusted accordingly should there be
a change in the countervailing measure.

4. Procedure

Having determined, after consulting the Advisory Committee,
that sufficient evidence exists to justify the initiation of an ex
officio partial interim review, the Commission hereby initiates a
review in accordance with Article 19 of the basic Regulation.

The investigation will assess the need for the continuation,
removal or amendment of the existing measures in respect of
those companies having benefited from one or both subsidy
schemes mentioned above and, for those companies, in respect
of other schemes where sufficient evidence is provided as
mentioned in point 3, paragraph 6 above. The investigation will
also assess the need, depending on the findings of the current
investigation, to revise the measures applicable to other compa-
nies that cooperated in the investigation that set the level of the
existing measures and/or the residual measure applicable for all
other companies.

(a) Sampling

In view of the apparent number of parties involved in this
proceeding, the Commission may decide to apply sampling,
in accordance with Article 27 of the basic Regulation.

(i) Sampl ing for expor ters /producers

In order to enable the Commission to decide whether
sampling is necessary and, if so, to select a sample, all
exporters/producers, or representatives acting on their
behalf, are hereby requested to make themselves known
by contacting the Commission and providing the
following information on their company or companies
within the time limit set in point 5(b)(i) and in the
formats indicated in point 6:

— name, address, e-mail address, telephone, and fax
numbers and contact person,

— the turnover in local currency and the volume in
tonnes of the product concerned sold for export to
the Community during the period 1 October 2006
to 30 September 2007,

— the turnover in local currency and the sales volume
in tonnes of the product concerned sold on the
domestic market during the period 1 October 2006
to 30 September 2007,

— whether the company intends to claim an individual
subsidy rate (individual subsidy rates can only be
claimed by producers) (1),

— the precise activities of the company with regard to
the production of the product concerned and the
production volume in tonnes of the product
concerned, the production capacity and the invest-
ments in production capacity during the period
1 October 2006 to 30 September 2007,

— the names and the precise activities of all related
companies (2) involved in the production and/or
selling (export and/or domestic) of the product
concerned,

— whether the company received benefits under the
DEPBS and/or the ITES in (i) the investigation period
used in the investigation that led to the determin-
ation of the level of the measure to which it is
currently subject (1 October 1997-30 September
1998) and/or (ii) in the period 1 October 2006 to
30 September 2007,

— any other relevant information that would assist the
Commission in the selection of the sample.

By providing the above information, the company
agrees to its possible inclusion in the sample. If the
company is chosen to be part of the sample,
this will imply replying to a questionnaire and accepting
an on-the-spot investigation of its response. If the
company indicates that it does not agree to its possible
inclusion in the sample, it will be deemed to not have
co-operated in the investigation. The consequences of
non-cooperation are set out in point 7 below.

In order to obtain the information it deems necessary
for the selection of the sample of exporters/producers,
the Commission will, in addition, contact the authorities
of the exporting country, and any known associations of
exporters/producers.

(ii) F ina l se lect ion of the sample

All interested parties wishing to submit any relevant
information regarding the selection of the sample must
do so within the time limit set in point 5(b)(ii).
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(1) Individual margins may be claimed pursuant to Article 27(3) of the
basic Regulation for companies not included in the sample.

(2) For guidance on the meaning of related companies, please refer to
Article 143 of Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 of 2 July
1993 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regu-
lation (EEC) No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code
(OJ L 253, 11.10.1993, p. 1).



The Commission intends to make the final selection of
the sample after having consulted the parties concerned
that have expressed their willingness to be included in
the sample.

Companies included in the sample must reply to a ques-
tionnaire within the time limit set in point 5(b)(iii) and
must co-operate within the framework of the investiga-
tion.

If sufficient co-operation is not forthcoming, the
Commission may base its findings, in accordance with
Articles 27(4) and 28 of the basic Regulation, on the
facts available. A finding based on facts available may be
less advantageous to the party concerned, as explained
in point 7.

(b) Questionnaires

In order to obtain the information it deems necessary for its
investigation, the Commission will send questionnaires to
the sampled companies and to the authorities of the
exporting country concerned.

(c) Collection of information and holding of hearings

All interested parties are hereby invited to make their views
known, submit information other than questionnaire replies
and to provide supporting evidence. This information and
supporting evidence must reach the Commission within the
time limit set in point 5(a)(i).

Furthermore, the Commission may hear interested parties,
provided that they make a request showing that there are
particular reasons why they should be heard. This request
must be made within the time limit set in point 5(a)(ii).

5. Time limits

(a) General time limits

(i) For par t ies to make themselves known, to
submit quest ionnaire repl ies and any other
informat ion

All interested parties, if their representations are to be
taken into account during the investigation, must make
themselves known by contacting the Commission,
present their views and submit questionnaire replies, in
particular the authorities of the exporting country
concerned, or any other information, including that
mentioned in point 3 sixth paragraph, within 40 days of
the date of publication of this notice in the Official
Journal of the European Union, unless otherwise specified.

Attention is drawn to the fact that the exercise of most
procedural rights set out in the basic Regulation
depends on the party's making itself known within the
aforementioned period.

(ii) Hear ings

All interested parties may also apply to be heard by the
Commission within the same 40-day time limit.

(b) Specific time limit in respect of sampling

(i) The information specified in point 4(a)(i) should reach
the Commission within 15 days of the date of publica-
tion of this notice in the Official Journal of the European
Union, given that the Commission intends to consult
parties concerned that have expressed their willingness
to be included in the sample on its final selection
within a period of 21 days of the publication of this
notice in the Official Journal of the European Union.

(ii) All other information relevant for the selection of the
sample as referred to in point 4(a)(ii) must reach the
Commission within a period of 21 days of the publica-
tion of this notice in the Official Journal of the European
Union.

(iii) The questionnaire replies from sampled parties must
reach the Commission within 37 days from the date of
the notification of their inclusion in the sample.

6. Written submissions, questionnaire replies and cor-
respondence

All submissions and requests made by interested parties must be
made in writing (not in electronic format, unless otherwise
specified) and must indicate the name, address, e-mail address,
telephone and fax numbers of the interested party. All written
submissions, including the information requested in this notice,
questionnaire replies and correspondence provided by interested
parties on a confidential basis shall be labelled as ‘Limited’ (1)
and, in accordance with Article 29(2) of the basic Regulation,
shall be accompanied by a non-confidential version, which will
be labelled ‘FOR INSPECTION BY INTERESTED PARTIES’.

Commission address for correspondence:

European Commission
Directorate General for Trade
Directorate H
Office: J-79 4/23
B-1049 Brussels
Fax (32-2) 295 65 05
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(1) This means that the document is for internal use only. It is protected
pursuant to Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding
public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission docu-
ments (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43). It is a confidential document
pursuant to Article 29 of the basic Regulation and Article 12 of the
WTOAgreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.



7. Non-cooperation

In cases in which any interested party refuses access to or does
not provide the necessary information within the time limits, or
significantly impedes the investigation, findings, affirmative or
negative, may be made in accordance with Article 28 of the
basic Regulation, on the basis of the facts available.

Where it is found that any interested party has supplied false or
misleading information, the information shall be disregarded
and use may be made, in accordance with Article 28 of the
basic Regulation, of the facts available. If an interested party
does not cooperate or cooperates only partially, and findings are
therefore based on facts available in accordance with Article 28
of the basic Regulation, the result may be less favourable to that
party than if it had cooperated.

8. Schedule of the investigation

The investigation shall be concluded, according to Article 22(1)
of the basic Regulation, within 15 months of the date of the

publication of this notice in the Official Journal of the European
Union.

9. Other interim reviews under Article 19 of the basic
Regulation

The scope of the current review is as set out in point 4 above.
Any party wishing to claim a review on the basis of other
grounds may do so in accordance with the provisions of
Article 19 of the basic Regulation.

10. Processing of personal data

Please note that any personal data collected in this investigation
will be treated in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 45/2001
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December
2000 on the protection of individuals with regard to the proces-
sing of personal data by the Community institutions and bodies
and on the free movement of such data (1).

ANNEX

— Ester Industries Limited, 75-76, Amrit Nagar,
Behind South Extension Part-1
New Delhi — 110 003, India

— Flex Industries Limited, A-1 Sector 60,
Noida 201 301 (U.P.), India

— Garware Polyester Limited,
Garware House, 50-A, Swami Nityanand Marg, Vile Parle (East),
Mumbai 400 057, India

— India Polyfilms Limited
112 Indra Prakash Building, 21 Barakhamba Road,
New Delhi 110 001, India

— Polyplex Corporation Limited, B-37 Sector-1,
Noida 201 301, Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, India
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