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HOW CELEX NUMBERS ARE COMPOSED 
 

This document aims at providing a comprehensive overview of the logic that has been used to allocate CELEX 
numbers since the setting-up of the EUR-Lex database (formerly known as CELEX). Methodological changes 
that have occurred over time have been listed accordingly. 

All CELEX sectors have been thoroughly analysed and the study results can be found in a table which explains 
the allocation of numbers by sector. 

The table indicates the descriptors used for each type of act and contains examples and special cases. In 
addition to this information, an introductory note in each section of the table indicates the general rules used to 
allocate CELEX numbers by sector. 

Three sectors (7, C and O) are not listed in the table but, for completeness, specific remarks about them have 
been included in Section I of this document. 
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I. GENERAL REMARKS ABOUT CELEX NUMBERS 
CELEX numbers are generally allocated on the basis of a document number or a date, and completed by 
descriptors related to the relevant document type. 

The table in Section III of this document describes how CELEX numbers are allocated for different types of acts. 
The table is structured so that, for each CELEX sector, document types and descriptors are analysed and 
special cases mentioned when relevant. 

 (a) About corrigenda 
Corrigenda are published in both the L and C series of the Official Journal. The CELEX number of a 
corrigendum is based on the same number as that of the document being corrected followed by the letter R and 
a sequential number between brackets. 

The CELEX number for the first corrigendum of a given act would thus receive the suffix R(01), the second 
R(02), and so on according to chronological order. 
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Please note that a given document may not necessarily have been corrected in all official languages of the 
European Union and, consequently, a corrigendum may not be available in all languages. 

 

II.  SPECIFIC REMARKS ABOUT CELEX SECTORS NOT LISTED IN THE TABLE 

(a) Sector 7: National implementing measures 
The CELEX number is based on the references of the implemented directive. The descriptor L is used for 
classification. 

Example: 72009L0144: national provisions communicated by the Member States concerning: Directive 2009/144/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on certain components and characteristics of 
wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors 

(b) Sector C: documents published in the C series of the Official Journal 
All the communications of the Court of Justice published as of 1 January 2008 have been analysed. 
Communications of the Court of Justice published before 1 January 2008 have been analysed in so far as they 
refer to pending cases. 

The CELEX number of non-analysed communications is based on a C + year + OJ number + page number 
structure. The descriptor C is used for classification. 

Example: C2009/323/11: Prior notification of a concentration (Case COMP/M.5718 — Bregal Capital/Englefield 
Capital) — Candidate case for simplified procedure 

(c) Sector 0: Consolidated versions 
Consolidated texts are non-official documents usually integrating acts of Sector 3 with their amendments and 
corrections. 

Their CELEX numbers are composed of 0 (indicating the current sector) + the CELEX number of the 
consolidated act (without the number 3 which indicates its initial sector) + the date of entry into force of the 
last amending act. So each consolidated version has a different CELEX number. 

Example: 01999L0094-20031120: Directive 1999/94/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 
December 1999 relating to the availability of consumer information on fuel economy and CO2 emissions in respect of 
the marketing of new passenger cars. 
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