
COMMISSION DECISION 

of 2 April 2009 

amending Decision 2000/96/EC as regards dedicated surveillance networks for communicable 
diseases 

(notified under document number C(2009) 2351) 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

(2009/312/EC) 

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Community, 

Having regard to Decision No 2119/98/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 24 September 1998 setting 
up a network for the epidemiological surveillance and control 
of communicable diseases in the Community ( 1 ), and in 
particular Article 3 thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Commission Decision 2000/96/EC of 22 December 
1999 on the communicable diseases to be progressively 
covered by the Community network under Decision No 
2119/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council ( 2 ) establishes a list of communicable diseases 
and special health issues for epidemiological surveillance 
purposes. The main purpose for developing at 
Community level such a network for the surveillance 
and control of communicable diseases was to collect 
and coordinate information from monitoring networks 
in the Member States in relation to public health. 

(2) As at the time of adoption of the Decision 2000/96/EC 
not all communicable diseases or special health issues 
selected for epidemiological surveillance could be 
covered by the Community network, some dedicated 
surveillance networks have been identified as those 
which could be already put in place. 

(3) Commission Decision 2003/542/EC of 17 July 2003 
amending Decision 2000/96/EC as regards the 

operation of dedicated surveillance networks ( 3 ), inter 
alia, specifies the communicable diseases and special 
health issues for which dedicated surveillance networks 
had been put in place at that time. 

(4) Regulation (EC) No 851/2004 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 estab-
lishing a European centre for disease prevention and 
control ( 4 ) (ECDC) defines dedicated surveillance 
networks (DSN) as any specific network on diseases or 
special health issues selected for epidemiological 
surveillance between accredited structures and authorities 
of Member States. 

(5) Article 3(2)(d) of Regulation (EC) No 851/2004, 
entrusted the ECDC with the mission to coordinate the 
European networking of bodies operating within the 
fields of its mission, including networks arising from 
the public health activities supported by the Commission 
and operating the DSN. 

(6) The ECDC currently monitors the relative importance of 
diseases and special health issues and whenever required 
by the epidemiological situation suggests amending the 
list of communicable diseases to be progressively covered 
by the Community network; in addition any new diseases 
included within the Decision 2000/96/EC are immedi-
ately covered by epidemiological surveillance of the 
ECDC. 

(7) As the vast majority of the diseases and health issues 
listed in the Annex I to Decision 2000/96/EC is now 
covered by the ECDC activities, it is no longer 
necessary to highlight in that Annex, by means of 
asterisks, those networks which are already in place. 

(8) Decision 2000/96/EC should therefore be amended 
accordingly.
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( 1 ) OJ L 268, 3.10.1998, p. 1. 
( 2 ) OJ L 28, 3.2.2000, p. 50. 

( 3 ) OJ L 185, 24.7.2003, p. 55. 
( 4 ) OJ L 142, 30.4.2004, p. 1.



(9) The measures provided for in this Decision are in 
accordance with the opinion of the Committee set up 
by Article 7 of Decision No 2119/98/EC, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

Decision 2000/96/EC is amended as follows: 

1. In the Article 4(2) the first subparagraph is deleted. 

2. Annex I is amended as set out in the Annex to this 
Decision. 

Article 2 

This Decision is addressed to the Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 2 April 2009. 

For the Commission 

Androulla VASSILIOU 
Member of the Commission
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ANNEX 

Annex I to Decision 2000/96/EC is replaced by the following: 

‘ANNEX I 

1. COMMUNICABLE DISEASES AND SPECIAL HEALTH ISSUES TO BE PROGRESSIVELY COVERED BY 
THE COMMUNITY NETWORK AS REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 1 

1.1. For the communicable diseases and special health issues listed in this Annex, epidemiological surveillance within 
the Community network is to be performed by the standardised collection and analysis of data in a way that is to 
be determined for each communicable disease and special health issue when specific surveillance networks are put 
in place. 

2. DISEASES 

2.1. Diseases preventable by vaccination 

Diphtheria 

Infections with Haemophilus influenza group B 

Influenza 

Measles 

Mumps 

Pertussis 

Poliomyelitis 

Rubella 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

2.2. Sexually-transmitted diseases 

Chlamydia infections 

Gonococcal infections 

HIV infection 

Syphilis 

2.3. Viral hepatitis 

Hepatitis A 

Hepatitis B 

Hepatitis C 

2.4. Food- and waterborne diseases and diseases of environmental origin 

Anthrax 

Botulism 

Campylobacteriosis 

Cryptosporidiosis 

Giardiasis 

Infection with Enterohaemorrhagic E. coli 

Leptospirosis 

Listeriosis 

Salmonellosis 

Shigellosis 

Toxoplasmosis 

Trichinosis 

Yersinosis
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2.5. Other diseases 

2.5.1. Diseases transmitted by non-conventional agents 

Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob’s disease 

2.5.2. Airborne diseases 

Legionellosis 

Meningococcal disease 

Pneumococcal infections 

Tuberculosis 

Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) 

2.5.3. Zoonoses (other than those listed in 2.4) 

Brucellosis 

Echinococcosis 

Rabies 

Q fever 

Tularaemia 

Avian influenza in humans 

West Nile virus infection 

2.5.4. Serious imported diseases 

Cholera 

Malaria 

Plague 

Viral haemorrhagic fevers 

3. SPECIAL HEALTH ISSUES 

3.1. Nosocomial infections 

3.2. Antimicrobial resistance’
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