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On 10 November 2006, the Council of the European Union decided to consult the European Economic and
Social Committee, under Article 262 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, on the abovemen-
tioned proposal.

The Section for Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social Cohesion, which was responsible
for preparing the Committee's work on the subject, adopted its opinion on 7 December 2006.

At its 432nd plenary session, held on 17 January 2007, the European Economic and Social Committee
adopted the following opinion by 156 votes to none and with four abstentions.

1. The Commission has presented a proposal for the codifi-
cation of the directive in question in order to comply with the
decision taken by the Council on 1 April 1987 on the clear
formulation of Community legislation (1).

2. Most of the proposal's 26 articles are the result of the
adaptation of the original 1976 text to the many modifications
introduced by subsequent legislation. This will have been a
lengthy and painstaking task, carried out with the appropriate
resources.

3. For the EESC to check the exact correspondence of the
Commission's work would mean repeating the complex work
already done without the necessary resources and with a very
short deadline: clearly an impossible task. In any event, the
Commission is well known for its professional expertise and
this offers assurance that on this occasion as in previous cases
of codification, the result will be faultless.

4. In view of the above, the EESC approves the text of the
proposal.

Brussels, 17 January 2007.
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