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MINUTES OF THE SITTING OF THURSDAY, 22 JUNE 2006
(2006/C 307/04)
(The sitting opened at 9.15 a.m.)
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs KINNOCK
Co-President
1. Substitutes
The Co-President announced the following substitutes: van den
Berg (for Dobolyi), Pomés Ruiz (for Herranz García), Fernández
Martín (for López-Istúriz White), Goebbels (for Bullman),
Mauro (for Sartori) and Zaleski (for Wieland).

2. Approval of the minutes of the sittings of Wednesday,
21 June, morning and afternoon
The minutes were approved.

3. Summary reports from the workshops
— M. Schröder on migration and integration.
— Mr Goebbels on the non-proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction.
— Mr Duguid (Barbados) on public transport in Vienna.
4. Debate on the situation in Timor-Leste (without resolution)
Mr Amorim (Ambassador of Timor-Leste) made a statement on
the situation in his country.
Speakers: Bowis, Jardim Fernandes, Korhola, Ribeiro e Castro,
Almada (Cape Verde), de Sousa (Angola), Theodorakis (European Commission) and Jardim Fernandes.
The Assembly decided that the two Co-Presidents would send a
letter to the Timor-Leste authorities expressing its concerns and
its solidarity.

5. Vote on amendments to the Rules of Procedure
This item was held over to the next session.

6. Vote on the motions for resolutions included in the
reports submitted by the three standing committees
— Report on the problematics of energy in the ACP countries
(ACP-EU 3850/06/fin.) — Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade. Co-rapporteurs: Nita Deerpalsing (Mauritius) and Nirj Deva.
Amendments 1-5, 7-10, 11 (with oral amendment), 12
(with oral amendment), 13, 14, 15 and 17 were adopted.

The amended resolution was adopted unopposed with one
abstention.
— Report on the role of regional integration in the promotion
of peace and security (ACP-EU 3850/06/fin.) — Committee
on Political Affairs. Co-rapporteurs: Ateem Garang Deng
(Sudan) and Johan Van Hecke.
Amendments 1, 2 (with oral amendment) and 4 (with oral
amendment) were adopted. The amended resolution was
adopted unopposed with one abstention.
— Report on fisheries and their social and environmental
aspects in developing countries (ACP-EU 3847/06/fin.) —
Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment. Corapporteurs: Joses Sanga (Solomon Islands) and Emanuel
Jardim Fernandes.
Amendments 1-12, 13 (with oral amendment), 14 (with
oral amendment), 15 and an oral amendment to paragraph
41a were adopted. The amended resolution was adopted
unopposed with one abstention.

7. Vote on the urgent motions for resolutions
— Urgent motion for a resolution on avian influenza (ACP-EU
3898/06/fin.).
Amendments 1 and 2 were adopted. The amended resolution was adopted unopposed with one abstention.
— Urgent motion for a resolution on the situation in Sudan
(ACP-EU 3990/06/fin.).
The following raised a point of order (Article 33(1) of the
Rules of Procedure): Gahler, Hay Webster (Jamaica), Garang
Deng (Sudan), Keita (Mali) and Abdi Said (Djibouti).
Amendments 1, 2 (secret ballot — Article 15 of the Rules
of Procedure), 4, 5 (secret ballot), 6 (secret ballot) and an
oral amendment inserting paragraph 15a were adopted.
The amended resolution was adopted by 34 votes to 29,
with 1 abstention.

8. Other business
The Co-President proposed giving the floor to Mr Polanco
(Observer for Cuba), pursuant to Article 4(4) of the Rules of
Procedure.
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Speaker: Gahler (point of order — Article 33(1) of the Rules of
Procedure).
Decision: The Assembly decided to give the floor to Mr
Polanco, who made a statement on the situation in his country.
Speakers: Amon-Ago (Côte d'Ivoire), Bowis, Martínez Martínez
and Straker (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines), Ribeiro e
Castro, Martínez Martínez and Schröder.

15.12.2006

Mrs Hay Webster proposed that the Assembly should request
observer status at the United Nations.
9. Date and place of the 12th session of the ACP-EU Joint
Parliamentary Assembly
The 12th session would be held from 18 to 23 November
2006 in Bridgetown (Barbados).

(The sitting closed at 12.20 p.m.)

René RADEMBINO-CONIQUET and

Sir John KAPUTIN and

Glenys KINNOCK

Dietmar NICKEL

Co-Presidents

Co-Secretaries General
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ANNEX I
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
ACP Representatives

EP Representatives

RADEMBINO-CONIQUET (GABON), Co-President
BENIN (VP)
CAMEROON (VP)
EQUATORIAL GUINEA (VP)
GHANA (VP)
JAMAICA (VP)
KENYA (VP)
NIUE (VP)
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES (VP)
SEYCHELLES (VP)
SOLOMON ISLANDS (VP)
SWAZILAND (VP)
ZAMBIA (VP)
ANGOLA
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BAHAMAS
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
CHAD
COMOROS
CONGO (Republic of the)
CONGO (Democratic Republic of the)
COOK ISLANDS
CÔTE D’IVOIRE
DJIBOUTI
DOMINICA
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
ERITREA
ETHIOPIA
FIJI
GAMBIA
GRENADA
GUINEA
GUINEA-BISSAU
GUYANA
HAITI
KIRIBATI
LESOTHO
LIBERIA
MADAGASCAR
MALAWI
MALI
MARSHALL ISLANDS (Republic of the)
MAURITANIA
MAURITIUS
MICRONESIA (Federated States of)
MOZAMBIQUE
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NAURU (Republic of)
NIGER
NIGERIA
PALAU
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
RWANDA
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS
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SAMOA
SÃO TOMÉ AND PRÍNCIPE
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SIERRA LEONE
SOMALIA
SOUTH AFRICA

KINNOCK, Co-President
GAHLER (VP)
MANTOVANI (VP)
VERGES (VP)
CARLOTTI (VP)
MITCHELL (VP)
JOAN I MARÍ (VP)
LULLING (VP)
KAMIŃSKI (VP)
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BOWIS (VP)
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ALLISTER
ARIF
AUBERT
AYLWARD
BEREND
BULLMANN
BUSK
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COELHO
de VILLIERS
DEVA
DILLEN
DOBOLYI
DOMBROVSKIS
EK
FERREIRA
GAUBERT
GOMES
GRABOWSKA
GRÖNER
HALL
HAUG
HERRANZ GARCÍA
JARDIM FERNANDES
JÖNS
KACZMAREK
KORHOLA
KOZLÍK
KUŁAKOWSKI
LANGENDRIES
LEHIDEUX
LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ WHITE
LOUIS
MARTENS
MAYER
McAVAN
MORILLON
NOVAK
PLEGUEZUELOS AGUILAR
POLFER
RIBEIRO E CASTRO
ROITHOVÁ
ROSATI
SARTORI
SCHEELE
SCHLYTER
SCHMIDT
SCHNELLHARDT
SCHRÖDER
SJÖSTEDT
SORNOSA MARTÍNEZ
SPERONI
STURDY
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SUDAN
SURINAME
TANZANIA
TIMOR-LESTE
TOGO
TONGA
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
TUVALU
UGANDA
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ZIMBABWE

VALENCIANO MARTÍNEZ-OROZCO
VAN HECKE
VAN LANCKER
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WIJKMAN
WILLMOTT
WURTZ
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ZANI
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ACP Members

EP Members

NDUWIMANA (BURUNDI), Co-Chairman
LUTUNDULA (CONGO, Democratic Republic of the),VC
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COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, FINANCE AND TRADE
ACP Members

EP Members

FRANCOIS (SAINT LUCIA), Co-Chairman
SEBETELA (BOTSWANA), VC
DARBO (CHAD), VC
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
CAMEROON
CONGO (Republic of the)
CÔTE D’IVOIRE
ERITREA
ETHIOPIA
GABON
GHANA
GUYANA
KENYA
MALI
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MICRONESIA (Federal States of)
PALAU
SAMOA
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SIERRA LEONE
SOUTH AFRICA
SWAZILAND
TANZANIA
TONGA
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
ZAMBIA

SCHLYTER, Co-Chairman
DOMBROVSKIS, VC
RIBEIRO E CASTRO, VC
AGNOLETTO
BEREND
BULLMANN
BUSK
CORNILLET
DEVA
FERREIRA
GAUBERT
JOAN I MARI
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LEHIDEUX
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COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
ACP Members

EP Members

OUMAROU (NIGER), Co-Chairman
SANGA (SOLOMON ISLANDS), VC
SITHOLE (MOZAMBIQUE), VC
BAHAMAS
BURKINA FASO
CAPE VERDE
COMOROS
DOMINICA
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
GAMBIA
GUINEA BISSAU
JAMAICA
KIRIBATI
LESOTHO
MADAGASCAR
MALAWI
MARSHALL ISLANDS (Republic of)
NAURU
RWANDA
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS
SÃO TOMÉ E PRÍNCIPE
SEYCHELLES
SOMALIA
SURINAME
TIMOR-LESTE
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SCHEELE, Co-Chairwoman
NOVAK, VC
ARIF, VC
ALLISTER
AUBERT
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BOWIS
EK
GOUDIN
HALL
HAUG
JARDIM FERNANDES
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ANNEX II
RECORD OF ATTENDANCE AT THE SESSION 19 TO 22 JUNE IN VIENNA
RADEMBINO-CONIQUET (Gabon), Co-President
DE SOUSA (Angola)
DUGUID (Barbados)
AKPOVI (Benin) (VP)
SEBETELA (Botswana)
TAPSOBA (Burkina Faso)
HOPFFER ALMADA (Cape Verde)
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KPADE (Togo)
MUGAMBE (Uganda)
CHULUMANDA (Zambia) (VP)
MZEMBI (Zimbabwe)
(*)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

KINNOCK, Co-President
AGNOLETTO (1) (4)
BEREND
BOWIS (VP)
BUSK (1) (2) (3)
CARLOTTI (VP)
CORNILLET (VP) (1) (2) (3)
DEVA
DILLEN (1) (2)
EVANS (for FERREIRA) (1) (2) (3)
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GAHLER (VP)
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GOUDIN (VP)
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GRÖNER
HALL
HAUG
JARDIM FERNANDES
JOAN I MARÍ (VP) (3) (4)
JÖNS (2) (4)
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LULLING (VP)
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RIBEIRO E CASTRO (3) (4)
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Country represented by a person other than a Member of Parliament.
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ANNEX III
ANNEX OF THE SITTING OF MONDAY, 19 JUNE 2006
Accreditation of non-parliamentarian representatives
FIJI
H.E. Mr Ratu Seremaia Tuinausori CAVUILATI
Ambassador of Fiji, Brussels
LESOTHO
H.E. Mrs Mamoruti TIHELI
Ambassador of Lesotho, Brussels
MAURITANIA
Mr Sidi LAGHDAF
First Counsellor, Embassy of Mauritania, Brussels
SEYCHELLES
H.E. Mr Callixte Francois-Xavier d'OFFAY
Ambassador of Seychelles, Paris
ST KITTS AND NEVIS
Dr Arnold THOMAS
Minister Counsellor, Embassy of St Kitts and Nevis, Brussels
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ANNEX IV
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED
Page

—

on the role of regional integration in the promotion of peace and security (ACP-EU
3850/06/fin.)

17

—

on the problematics of energy in the ACP countries (ACP-EU 3765/06/fin.)

22

—

on fisheries and its social and environmental aspects in developing countries (ACP-EU
3847/06/fin.)

27

—

on the situation in Sudan (ACP-EU 3900/06/fin.)

35

—

on avian influenza (ACP-EU 3898/06/fin.)

37

RESOLUTION (1)
on the role of regional integration in the promotion of peace and security
The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,
—

meeting in Vienna (Austria) from 19 to 22 June 2006,

—

having regard to the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, signed in Cotonou on 23 June 2000 (2), and in
particular Articles 30, 11 and 8 thereof,

—

having regard to the Charter of the United Nations, and in particular Chapter VIII thereof (3),

—

having regard to the Declaration issued by the UN 2005 World Summit (Millennium + 5) of 18
September 2005 (4),

—

having regard to UN Security Council Resolution 1631 on cooperation between the United Nations
and regional organisations on maintaining international peace and security,

—

having regard to the Conclusions of the Sixth High-Level Meeting between the United Nations and
regional and other intergovernmental organisations held on 26 July 2005,

—

having regard to the G8 Conclusions on Africa and Development of 1995 and the G8 Gleneagles
2005 Statement (5),

—

having regard to Decision No 3/2003 of the ACP-EU Council of Ministers meeting of 11 December
2003 on the functioning of the African Peace Facility (6),

—

having regard to the Joint Statement by the Council and the representatives of the Governments of
the Member States meeting within the Council, the European Parliament and the Commission on
European Union Development Policy: ‘The European Consensus on Development’ of 20 December
2005, especially Article 37 thereof, which stipulates that ‘the EU will support a strengthened role for
the regional and sub-regional organisations in the process of enhancing international peace and
security, including their capacity to coordinate donor support in the area of conflict prevention’,

—

having regard to the Joint Declaration on EU-UN cooperation in crisis management of 24 September
2003,

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Adopted on 22 June 2006.
OJ L 317, 15.12.2000, p. 3.
www.un.org/aboutun/charter/
www.un.org/ga/59/hl60_plenarymeeting.html
www.g8.gov.uk
OJ L 345, 31.12.03, p. 108.

C 307/18

EN

Official Journal of the European Union

—

having regard to the Ouagadougou EU-Africa Declaration on Terrorism of 28 November 2002,

—

having regard to the Cairo Declaration issued by the first Africa-EU summit on 4 April 2000,

—

having regard to the meeting between the African Union and international partners on African
regional organisations held in Addis Ababa from 17 to 19 October 2005,

—

having regard to its resolution on the role of national parliaments in the implementation of the
Cotonou Partnership Agreement, adopted at its 10th session in Edinburgh on 24 November 2005 (1),

—

having regard to its resolution on ACP-EU political dialogue (Article 8 of the Cotonou Agreement),
adopted at its 8th session in The Hague on 25 November 2004 (2),

—

having regard to its resolution on conflict prevention and resolution and the establishment of a
lasting peace, adopted at its 7th session in Addis Ababa on 19 February 2004 (3),

—

having regard to the Report of the Commission for Africa (4),

—

having regard to the Dar-es-Salaam Declaration on Peace, Security, Democracy and Development in
the Great Lakes Region (5),

—

having regard to the communication from the European Commission on the New Partnership for
Africa's Development (NEPAD) and the European Parliament resolution on that communication (6),

—

having regard to ‘The European Security Strategy: A secure Europe in a better world’, adopted by the
European Council on 12 December 2003 (7), the European Parliament resolution on that document (8)
and the related conclusions of the European Council,

—

having regard to the declarations on peace and security made by the ACP Heads of State and Government at the ACP Summits held in Santo Domingo, Nadi and Maputo,

—

having regard to the Action Plan for ESDP Support for Peace and Security in Africa adopted by the
European Council on 16 November 2004, and the European Parliament resolution on that document,

—

having regard to the Nairobi Action Plan 2005-2009, adopted at the UN Nairobi Summit on a MineFree World on 3 December 2004, and the report of the ad hoc delegation of the European Parliament
to that summit,

—

having regard to the report by the Committee on Political Affairs (ACP-EU 3850/06/fin.),

The Cotonou Agreement as a basis
A.

emphasising that regional cooperation should address common problems, especially in the fields of
conflict prevention and resolution, human rights and democratisation, arms control, organised crime
and disaster preparedness and mitigation, as stated in Article 30 of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement,

B.

emphasising that, pursuant to Article 11 of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, parties must pursue
an active, comprehensive and integrated policy of peace building, conflict prevention and resolution,
based on the principle of ownership, and this must in particular focus on building regional capacities,

C.

whereas, pursuant to Article 8(4) of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, parties must regularly
engage in comprehensive, balanced and deep political dialogue focusing on the above issues,

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

OJ C 136, 9.6.2006, p. 17.
OJ C 80, 1.4.2005, p. 17.
OJ C 120, 30.4.2004, p. 16.
http://213.225.140.43/english/report/introduction.html
http://www.grandlacs.net
OJ C 92E, 16.4.2004, p. 315.
http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cmsUpload/78367.pdf
OJ C 33, 9.2.2006, p. 496.
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The nature of conflicts
D.

stressing that peace and security as well as good and effective governance are essential for sustainable
development and for achieving the Millennium Development Goals,

E.

whereas conflicts have regional and global dimensions, whereas neither their causes nor their consequences are delimited by national borders, and whereas they are best addressed through a regional
and global approach,

F.

stressing that conflict prevention strategies have to depend on understanding and addressing the root
causes of conflict, and on building cultures of peace by promoting mechanisms for bridging dividing
lines between different sections of the society in question,

G.

whereas mining commodities and other natural resources, for example diamonds, titanium, cobalt,
oil, gas and timber, have been used by rebel groups and by non-elected governments to finance the
illegal purchase of weapons and have thus made civil wars possible and contributed to the loss of
many lives and to destruction,

H.

whereas the causes of conflicts also include the impact of natural disasters, the shrinking amount of
arable and grazing land, the shortage of water and desertification, which greatly reduce the land available for both people and animals,

The United Nations' global framework
I.

whereas in July 2005 the UN Secretary-General called for ‘a common vision of a global architecture
of peace and security with interlocking capacities based on the comparative advantages of global and
regional institutions’,

J.

whereas the UN is currently in the process of developing a global security mechanism based on
further cooperation with those ‘regional arrangements’ which meet the criteria set out in Chapter VIII
of the UN Charter (1),

K.

whereas the UN Security Council has clearly called for the strengthening of regional organisations'
capacities, especially for conflict prevention,

L.

whereas a UN standing committee has been established, whereby each regional organisation designates a permanent representative to the UN,

M.

stressing that establishing regional cooperation areas — at the same time eliminating tariffs and
corruption — is necessary for long-term economic growth and development and, by extension, stability and peace,

Regional organisations in conflict prevention, management and resolution
N.

underlining that regional organisations have a comparative advantage, in that their experience on the
ground gives them a thorough knowledge of local political, historical, cultural, social, legal, tribal and
spiritual structures, so that they can usually count on a greater level of trust and acknowledgement
from the local population and parties to conflicts than external actors would be able to muster,

O.

stressing that regional organisations have become essential partners of the United Nations in
promoting international peace and security,

P.

whereas regional organisations can play an important role in tackling the underlying causes of many
conflicts, and whereas justice for everyone and the sentencing and punishment of the authors of
crimes are measures which can contribute greatly to re-establishing the truth, fostering reconciliation
and encouraging people to play an active part in society,

(1) ‘Organisations of a permanent nature, a grouping in a given geographical area several countries which, by reason of
their proximity, community of interest or cultural, linguistic, historical spiritual affinities make themselves jointly
responsible for peaceful settlement of any disputes which may arise.’
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Q.

recalling that regional and sub-regional organisations in ACP countries, such as the African Union in
Darfur, the West African peacekeeping and intervention force, ECOMOG, the SADC peace-keeping
deployment in the DRC, the IGAD in Somalia and Sudan, the Regional Assistance Mission to the
Solomon Islands (RAMSI) and the CARICOM intervention in Haiti, have been emerging as legitimate
conflict managers,

R.

whereas these interventions were improvised rather than being based on long-term policies, commitment and coordination on the part of regional organisations and other levels (national, local) of
governance,

S.

whereas at the same time regional organisations still lack the critical mass of sustained expertise and
capacity for conflict prevention, management, resolution, peace-building and peace-keeping; whereas
their human and institutional capacities are not adequate to fulfil their broader mandates,

T.

whereas the European Union and other European organisations (1) must consider ACP regional organisations (2) as their equal partners,

Role of regional organisations
1.

Calls for development policy to be used as a tool for addressing the root causes of insecurity and for
it not to be subordinated to security policy;

2.

Urges that the concept of security should not be too narrowly defined, but that the consequences of
natural disasters, the scarcity of natural resources, land use and the destruction of the environment
should also be seen as security risks; conflict resolution strategies should be designed accordingly;

3.

Urges regional organisations, in conjunction with their member states, to develop conflict prevention
strategies rather than simply reacting once violence has already erupted;

4.

Calls on all the parties concerned to initiate as soon as possible a process of political dialogue in
keeping with the spirit of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, with a view to preventing violent
situations;

5.

Calls on the ACP Group to transform the existing annual meeting between the ACP Secretariat and
the Heads of ACP regional organisations into, inter alia, an institutionalised Coordination Forum on
Peace and Security in order to facilitate dialogue, cooperation and coordination between them;

6.

Calls on the above Coordination Forum to propose and develop structures to facilitate ACP participation in the new UN regional and global security mechanism and to cooperate in promoting peace and
security at ACP, regional and sub-regional levels;

7.

Calls for targeted support for capacity building and the training of non-state actors, representatives of
regional organisations and parliamentarians in order to increase their participation in the conflict
prevention and resolution process and political dialogue;

8.

Calls on regional organisations to engage and facilitate the participation of non-state actors in conflict
prevention and resolution and post-conflict rehabilitation processes and to create conditions whereby
displaced persons and refugees can return to a dignified living environment;

9.

Urges regional organisations to pay special attention to the problems of the most vulnerable social
groups in armed conflicts, such as children, women, the elderly and the disabled, and to facilitate the
Demobilisation, Disarmament and Reintegration (DDR) process, with a special focus on former child
soldiers;

(1) Council of Europe (CoE), Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD), Western European Union (WEU).
(2) Regional organisations incorporating ACP countries: African Union (AU), Economic and Monetary Community of
Central Africa (CEMAC), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), West African Economic and
Monetary Union (WAEMU), Southern African Development Community (SADC), South African Customs Union
(SACU), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD), East African Community (EAC), Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS/CEEAC), Economic
Community of the Great Lakes (CEPGL), Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM), Caribbean Forum
of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (CARIFORUM), Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), Indian Ocean Commission (COI).
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10. Stresses the need to involve women in all conflict management and rehabilitation measures on an
equal footing, since the challenges of coping with everyday life rest mainly on their shoulders;
11. Calls on regional organisations to step up their involvement in post-conflict reconstruction in order
to prevent wars from flaring up again, in particular through support for an effective UN PeaceBuilding Commission, for the consolidation of institutions in former failed states, and for measures to
prevent the collapse of fragile states;
12. Encourages support for the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) as an effective tool to contribute
to regional peace and security, through country-level ‘self-assessment’ and learning across countries;
calls on more African ACP states to participate in it; and further calls on the ACP Group to investigate
the scope for developing an all-ACP peer review mechanism, especially for conflict prevention and
resolution;
13. Calls on regional organisations to set up a strategy to coordinate donor support in the area of conflict
prevention;
14. Points out that the organisation of meetings at regional or sub-regional level pursuant to Article 17(3)
of the Cotonou Agreement should enter the active implementation phase; stresses the importance of
these regional meetings for addressing conflict prevention and resolution issues and invites the parliamentary assemblies of ACP sub-regions to take the initiative in proposing that these regional meetings
be held as soon as possible;

The importance of political dialogue in conflict prevention
15. Asks to be involved in political dialogue, which has a preventive role and can foster mutual trust
before a crisis breaks out, through consultation, as required under Articles 96 and 97 of the Cotonou
Agreement;
16. Calls on the ACP and EU Member States to inform it of any new crises or (re-) emerging conflicts in
order to find solutions through political dialogue; encourages the ACP Parliamentary Assembly, the
Pan-African Parliament and other regional and sub-regional parliaments in the ACP, as well as the
European Parliament, to promote exchanges of information with a view to strengthening the role of
parliaments, and calls on the Commission to make the necessary funding available for such
exchanges;

Role of the international community
17. Calls on the international community to increase substantially its support for capacity building for the
African Union and other regional organisations, especially their capacities in the areas of conflict
prevention, management and resolution, peace-building and peace-keeping, and their human, institutional and logistical resources, including through the provision of training for the police, legal officers
and military staff and equipment;
18. Calls on international donors and the Commission to support capacity building for regional organisations, especially as regards strategies and programmes to prevent conflicts;
19. Calls on the Brussels-based Peer Group of the ACP Committee of Ambassadors to initiate conflict
prevention and resolution strategies, and further urges the Peer Group to explore joint strategies with
the EU;
20. Calls for further funding for the strengthening of regional early-warning and early-response mechanisms which have already been successfully established, such as the ECOWAS Early-Warning
Mechanism and the IGAD Early-Warning and Early-Response Mechanism (CEWARN);
21. Calls on the EU to support the creation of a Peace Facility for all ACP countries and provide funding
for its effective functioning;
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22. Calls on the ACP States and regional organisations and the European Commission to incorporate
peace and security components — especially conflict prevention and human security promotion
programmes — into Regional and National Strategy Papers and Indicative Programmes;
23. Expects, in the event that violent conflicts cannot be prevented, consistent action on the part of
regional and international organisations and regional civil society organisations working towards
peaceful solutions to prosecute and punish crimes against humanity, including rape and sexual exploitation, in order to encourage local reconciliation processes, thereby restoring people's confidence that
authorities are acting in conformity with the rule of law; these organisations should encourage
respect for human rights in the process of community (re)building;
24. Expects, likewise, a responsible and transparent approach to be adopted in dealing with natural
resources such as gold, diamonds and oil, and resolute action to be taken in the event of misuse and
illegal trading, with the backing of regional and international organisations, the European Commission
and the institutions of ACP-EU cooperation;
25. Requests that the European Commission provide funding for research and training programmes in
ACP countries for public communicators — including parliamentarians — on how media and public
communication can facilitate peace and prevent conflict by addressing its root causes and bridging
dividing lines between different sections of society;
26. Calls on the European Commission to provide funding for research and training in conflict prevention
and management, including communication strategies to foster peace and security;
27. Asks to be involved as an observer in high-level meetings with the United Nations;
28. Calls for an interlocking system of parliamentary cooperation on peace and security involving the
ACP-EU JPA, the Pan-African Parliament and other regional and sub-regional parliaments in the ACP,
to promote exchanges of information and best practices on peace and security issues, and calls on the
Commission to facilitate such exchanges;
29. Urges ACP and EU parliamentarians to actively promote conflict prevention strategies and
programmes, and to facilitate coordination and political dialogue between ACP and EU regional organisations, national governments, non-state actors and the United Nations;
30. Calls on the members of the African Union to make all possible efforts to ensure the prompt signing
of the African Union-ICC cooperation agreements which have already been negotiated and agreed
upon by the two parties; calls on the international community and regional organisations to fully
cooperate with the ICC;
31. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council, the European Commission, the EU Council Presidency, the African Union, the Pan-African Parliament and ACP regional
organisations.

RESOLUTION (1)
on the problematics of energy in the ACP countries

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,
—

meeting in Vienna (Austria) from 19 to 22 June 2006,

—

having regard to the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, signed in Cotonou on 23 June 2000, and in
particular Article 32 thereof, which recognises the need to optimise the use of the ACP States' natural
resources, especially their energy resources,

(1) Adopted on 22 June 2006.

15.12.2006

15.12.2006

EN

Official Journal of the European Union

—

having regard to the Compendium of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, according to which ‘cooperation shall put particular emphasis on energy programming, operations for saving and making efficient use of energy, reconnaissance of energy potential and the economically and technically appropriate promotion of new and renewable sources of energy. Cooperation shall also support policies
aimed at the development of the ACP States' conventional and non-conventional energy potential and
their self-sufficiency’,

—

having regard to the declaration adopted at the World Millennium Summit, held in Johannesburg
from 26 August to 4 September 2002, which identified priority measures in five key areas in order to
ensure that the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are achieved: water and sanitation, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity,

—

having regard to the reports periodically drawn up by the Energy Facility Steering Committee set up
within the European Commission with a view to establishing an Energy Facility,

—

having regard to the communication from the European Commission to the Council and the European Parliament of 26 October 2004 on the future development of the EU Energy Initiative and the
modalities for the establishment of an Energy Facility for ACP countries (COM(2004) 711),

—

having regard to the communication from the European Commission to the Council and the European Parliament of 17 July 2002 on energy cooperation with developing countries (COM(2002) 408)
calling for energy to account for a greater share of development aid and stressing the central role it
plays in three areas: the social dimension (poverty reduction), the economic dimension (security of
supply) and the environmental dimension (environmental protection),

—

having regard to the European Council declaration of 18 March 2003 establishing a new consensus
on the fact that access to energy services is a prerequisite for achieving the MDGs and on the need
for a cross-sectoral approach,

—

having regard to the resolution on the promotion of the private sector in the context of the Cotonou
Partnership Agreement, adopted by the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly meeting in Brazzaville
from 31 March to 3 April 2003,

—

having regard to the many possibilities presented at the initial ACP-EU sectoral meetings for the
promotion of inter-enterprise partnership and investment in the energy sector, held in Dakar
(Senegal) from 28 September to 1 October 2005,

—

having regard to the Constitutive Act of the African Union, adopted on 11 July 2000 at the Summit
of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in Lomé (Togo), which stipulates that its central body,
the Executive Council, will coordinate policies in the field of energy, industry and mineral resources
in view of the particular importance of these sectors to Africa's development,

—

having regard to the framework document adopted at the 37th Summit of the OAU, under which the
ninth of the ten NEPAD objectives is ‘building and improving infrastructure, including information
and communication technology (ICT), energy, transport, water and sanitation’,

—

having regard to this framework document. which states that energy is an integral and essential part
of development, but that some countries have no exploitable natural energy,

—

having regard to the fact that energy is one of the priority sectoral policy areas of the Pacific Islands
Forum, a regional organisation without a founding charter, established on 5 August 1971,

—

having regard to the report of the Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade (ACPEU 3765/06/fin.),

A.

reaffirming the central objective of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement set out in Article 1 thereof:
‘reducing and eventually eradicating poverty consistent with the objectives of sustainable development
and the gradual integration of the ACP countries into the world economy’,

B.

whereas energy can play a prominent role in eradicating poverty and spreading growth throughout
the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific and contributes to the greater well-being of
society as a whole; whereas the MDGs cannot be achieved without improvements in the energy
supply to the population, in particular in sub-Saharan Africa,

C.

whereas more than 530 million people in sub-Saharan Africa, i.e. 48 % of the urban population and
92 % of the rural population, do not have access to electricity,
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D.

whereas the International Energy Agency estimates that to meet the MDGs worldwide an additional
500 million people would need to gain access to electricity and up to 700 million would require
access to some form of modern cooking and heating energy; whereas the overall cost is estimated to
be more than EUR 150 billion,

E.

whereas many poor rural households cover their energy needs by buying woodfuel or charcoal, often
in small amounts at very high prices per unit of energy compared with other energy sources,
spending more money on energy than relatively wealthy households with access to advanced forms
of energy supply,

F.

recalling that energy forms the basis of all economic growth in the African, Caribbean and Pacific
States,

G.

whereas energy plays a multifunctional role in the economies of the ACP States, from the generation
of thermal energy for the public and private sectors to food and health safety and the co-generation
of environmentally friendly and renewable green energy from agricultural products and by-products,

H.

aware of the European Union's interest in and commitment to the availability and supply of energy
production equipment for the ACP States for the benefit of the population groups affected and of
European industry,

I.

whereas the current rise in oil and gas prices on the international market means that the cost of
supplying these energy resources is placing an unbearable strain on the balance of payments of those
ACP States that are not fossil energy producers, adding to their indebtedness and leading inevitably to
the need to consider renewable energy supply,

J.

recalling that corruption involving the embezzlement of oil and mining revenues has undermined
good governance and entrenched poverty in many resource-rich countries, leading in some cases to
violent conflict and great human suffering,

K.

noting that such corruption is made possible by lack of transparency about the flow of revenues from
the extractive industries to states and the management of those revenues,

L.

noting the endorsement given by numerous governments, international financial institutions, civil
society groups, mining companies and their shareholders to the Extractive Industries Transparency
Initiative (EITI) as one means to promote revenue transparency,

M.

anxious to prevent the unregulated gathering of firewood from causing the disappearance of forestry
resources; recalls that systematic replanting of trees is necessary for the use of firewood to be sustainable,

N.

recalling, further, the need to ensure that the commitments entered into by the European Union and
the ACP countries in the Cotonou Agreement are honoured, in particular Article 36(4), which
provides for a review of the commodity protocols with a view to safeguarding the benefits derived
therefrom for the ACP States,

O.

whereas a partnership among the European Union, the ACP States, international development institutions and private-sector operators should allow solutions to be developed for the supply to the ACP
States of abundant, environmentally friendly energy at a reasonable cost; drawing attention, in this
context, to the need to ensure that the ACP States benefit from the findings of research into energy
efficiency and sustainable energy sources and from transfers of the resulting technologies,

P.

whereas, in the context of the support measures for the energy production sector in the ACP States,
discussions should target the speedy abolition of mechanisms related to production factor costs,
whilst identifying sensitive products for which special clauses should be drafted,

Q.

recalling the commitment by the European Union and by the ACP States to conclude new trade
arrangements whereby no ACP State should find itself in a situation less favourable than the one
which it currently enjoys,

R.

noting huge differences between the ACP regions, none of which is pursuing a centralised energy
policy,
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S.

whereas ACP energy suppliers are chiefly underfunded public structures unable to guarantee the level
of investment required to meet ACP countries' growing energy needs for the well-being of their inhabitants,

T.

whereas the UNEP-facilitated Global Network on Energy for Sustainable Development (GNESD) has
found that most market-oriented reforms of the energy sector in developing countries have no impact
or an adverse impact on the poor,

U.

concerned at the almost complete lack of hydrological, oil and gas resources in some ACP States and
regions, which makes them almost entirely dependent on energy imports, except where the existing
potential for renewable (wind and solar) energy is maximised, which can reduce but not eliminate
dependence,

V.

whereas the short-term fluctuations in oil and gas prices hinder the short-term implementation of
development programmes for electricity production based on the extension of thermal production
capacities,

W. noting the existence in some ACP regions of energy development programmes based on the concentration of investment in regional projects and on the interconnection of distribution networks,
X.

whereas the impact of such fluctuations might also be alleviated if commodities were processed
locally before being exported,

Y.

whereas, in order to facilitate industrialisation and marketing, the instruments and structures for
providing support for the private sector must be mobilised in order to underpin processing,
marketing, distribution and transport activities (PMDT),

Z.

emphasising the need for clearer and more concise information about energy resources in the ACP
States and about the investment opportunities available in terms of exploration, exploitation and
distribution in that sector,

AA. emphasising, further, the importance of access to relevant, up-to-date information about the development of ACP energy markets and the world energy market in general,
AB. recalling the urgent need to provide non-pollutant energy sources, which is a major challenge for
sustainable development in urban areas of the ACP States in the 21st century,
AC. stressing the particular importance of supplying low-cost energy to rural communities in the ACP
States, where this will encourage the growth of local economic activities and assist in combating isolation, whilst improving living conditions for local people,
AD. welcoming the ACP States' willingness to equip themselves with an action plan to establish, in partnership with the European Union, a sectoral framework for action in the field of energy,
AE. reaffirming the importance of the well-being and security of workers and their families and the need
to protect the environment in which agricultural activities and mining take place,
1.

Reaffirms the key role energy plays in speeding up growth and development, in particular as regards
economic production;

2.

Reaffirms its willingness to continue its efforts to promote energy production at competitive prices
and for the benefit of all economic stakeholders in the ACP States as a means of reducing poverty and
aiding the gradual integration of these countries into the world economy by increasing their economic
production;

3.

Emphasises the importance of energy production undertakings in the ACP States having access to
financial resources on favourable terms, notably through international financial institutions, development banks and the European Investment Bank and in particular by means of the use of interest rate
subsidies under the 9th and 10th EDFs, so that they can make the very substantial investments necessitated by the expected increase in their production capacities and the growth in their distribution
potential;
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4.

Notes that decentralised off-grid solutions in remote or sparsely populated areas are in many cases
much more cost-effective than grid extensions; notes that such off-grid solutions can include combinations of solar energy, photovoltaic systems, LPG, local biofuel, and in particular can take advantage
of the production of jathropa, elephant grass, palm oil, groundnuts, other biodiesel crops and
bioethanol;

5.

Asks the European Union to support the financing of such off-grid solutions in ACP countries,
including the creation of rural energy service companies made up of local small businesses which can
provide good services adapted to the needs of customers in rural areas;

6.

Calls on the European Union and ACP governments to effectively manage demand for energy and
diversify energy supply from fossil to non-fossil, particularly to renewable energy sources;

7.

Calls on the ACP and EU governments to invest in energy-efficient and energy-conservation systems
to manage the escalating increase in global energy demand;

8.

Calls on energy producing companies in the EU and ACP countries to forge strategic partnerships for
the development of renewable energy sources to help especially remote rural settlements; calls on
Western, and in particular European, companies in the energy sector which are active in the ACP
countries, and on the governments of those countries, to comply with the rules on good governance
in force and to offer the ACP transfers of the technologies developed by means of their own research;

9.

Calls on the EU to assist the ACP countries in formulating and implementing long-term energy
master plans as part of an integrated broad strategy for the ACP countries to achieve the MDGs by
2015;

10. Calls on the ACP and EU countries to work together to formulate energy policies which are pro-poor
and environmentally friendly and conducive to sustainable economic development for all;
11. Stresses the urgent need to develop or strengthen national and/or regional strategies for the improvement of sustainable energy supply, with a view to reducing the ACP States' excessive dependence on
oil and the resulting vulnerability of their public finances;
12. Asks the ACP countries to pay more attention to energy in their national strategies for economic
development, and not only to focus on large infrastructure projects, but also to address the crucial
issue of access to energy, specifically for the poor;
13. Notes that market-oriented reforms of the energy sector should contain a pro-poor dimension in
order to address the issue of the financing of electricity supply for the poor and to allow for investment in energy saving;
14. Calls on the European Union to share with the ACP States its experience in the area of improving
energy efficiency, in particular by giving energy production undertakings access to the relevant technology, by means of staff exchange programmes, by facilitating access to the capital needed to make
the requisite investments and by supporting the establishment of an appropriate legal and financial
framework;
15. Notes that the development of renewable energies such as solar, wind, water and biomass energy,
their adaptation to the specific needs of the ACP countries and their distribution, particularly to rural
areas, is of the utmost importance for the improvement of living conditions and for the achievement
of the MDGs;
16. Calls on the Commission to initiate and implement an ACP-EU Renewable Energy Development
Programme under the ACP-EU Research and Development Framework involving ACP and EU research
institutes;
17. Stresses the need for all ACP countries to appoint a national energy coordinator and the need to
establish coordination at the level of transnational institutions, such as the AU and Caricom, and even
at regional level;
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18. Calls on the ACP States and the European Union to speed up the implementation of the Energy
Facility in accordance with the European Council's conclusions on the communication from the European Commission to the Council and the European Parliament of 26 October 2004 on the future
development of the EU Energy Initiative and the modalities for the establishment of an Energy Facility
for ACP countries;
19. Reaffirms the need for the European Commission to continue the efforts made with regard to the
ongoing creation of the Energy Facility by searching for solutions to guarantee energy supply for the
ACP States, in keeping with the spirit of the Cotonou Agreement;
20. Calls on the Commission, the EU Council and the ACP to replenish the ACP-EU Energy Facility out of
resources to be decommitted under the 9th EDF or through a dedicated allocation from intra-ACP
cooperation under the 10th EDF;
21. Calls on the ACP States and the European Union to work with recognised civil society organisations
and private sector organisations to promote initiatives for the setting-up of ACP regional energy
networks;
22. Calls for the Energy Facility to be set up so that this important instrument can, in the context of the
Cotonou Agreement, play a part in remedying, in due course, the negative impact of the shortage of
energy resources and in safeguarding the reforms and socioeconomic policies implemented by the
ACP countries;
23. Calls on the European Union and the ACP countries to ensure that oil and mining companies based
within their jurisdiction fully disclose their revenue payments to governments in each country where
they operate and clearly indicate such payments in their annual financial reports;
24. Calls on the European Union and the ACP countries to explicitly and publicly endorse the Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) and on the EU to make the promotion of fiscal transparency
in resource-rich countries a major theme of its proposed Common Energy Strategy;
25. Notes the recent intimidation of civil society activists campaigning for more transparency in public
revenues in several EITI pilot countries and calls on the European Union and the ACP countries to
support the implementation of the EITI in resource-rich countries, in particular by defending the
active and unconstrained participation in the EITI by civil society groups in the countries concerned;
26. Encourages the setting-up and appropriate use of information systems in the form of an ACP energy
database;
27. Urges the ACP Secretariat and the European Commission to strengthen the existing instruments with
a view to supporting the private sector and to create new ones in order to enhance the global competitiveness of the ACP countries' private sectors, in particular in terms of production, distribution and
the identification of potential energy resources;
28. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council and the European
Commission.

RESOLUTION (1)
on fisheries and their social and environmental aspects in developing countries

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,
—

meeting in Vienna (Austria) from 19 to 22 June 2006,

—

having regard to articles 23, 53 and 84, to Annexes III and V, to Common Declarations XXXVII and
XL and to the ACP Declaration to Protocol 1 of Annex V of the Cotonou Agreement,

(1) Adopted on 22 June 2006.
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—

having regard to the Declaration on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing adopted on 12
March 2005 in Rome (Italy),

—

having regard to its resolution on tuna, adopted on 3 April 2003 in Brazzaville (Republic of
Congo) (1),

—

having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 9 October 2003 on the Commission communication on an integrated framework for fisheries partnership agreements with third countries
(2003/2034(INI)) (2),

—

having regard to its resolution on small-scale fisheries, adopted on 12 October 2000 in Brussels
(Belgium) (3),

—

having regard to its resolution on the impact of structural assistance to the European fisheries sector
on the sustainable development of the ACP fisheries sector, adopted on 1 April 1999 in Strasbourg
(France) (4),

—

having regard to its resolution on ACP-EU trade relations in the fisheries sector and the sanitary standards for the export to the European Union of fishery products, adopted on 24 September 1998 in
Brussels (Belgium) (5),

—

having regard to the Declaration on the Implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries adopted on 11 March 1999 in Rome (Italy),

—

having regard to its resolution on ACP-EU cooperation in the fisheries sector beyond 2000, adopted
on 29 October 1997 in Lomé (Togo) (6),

—

having regard to the treatment of fisheries in the ongoing negotiations on economic partnership
agreements,

—

having regard to the report of the Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment on fisheries and
their social and environmental aspects in developing countries (ACP EU/3847/06/fin.),

A.

whereas some 50 of the 79 ACP States are coastal and over 60 export fish and fish products to
regional and international markets,

B.

whereas 75 % of global fish stocks are being fished at or above their sustainable limits, and whereas
the ecosystems in many areas have been severely depleted, which undermines efforts to achieve
sustainable development,

C.

whereas the EU's development cooperation policy and the common fisheries policy (CFP) must be
consistent, complementary and coordinated,

D.

whereas the EU and some ACP countries have committed themselves to ensuring the sustainable character of fisheries worldwide, as defined at the Johannesburg summit, and maintaining or restoring
stock levels with a view to producing the maximum sustainable yield; whereas these goals are to be
achieved as a matter of urgency for over-fished population units as soon as possible and no later than
2015,

E.

whereas the EU has also committed itself to the general objective under the CFP of ensuring the
sustainable management of fishery and marine resources in economic, social and environmental
terms, especially in the context of fisheries partnership agreements (FPAs) signed with third countries;
whereas, furthermore, it is a legitimate objective of the CFP to maintain the Union's presence in
distant fishing grounds and to protect the interests of the Union's fisheries,

F.

whereas the EU and some ACP countries have adopted the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries and follow provisions laid down in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
and the Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks,

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

OJ C 231, 26.9.2003.
P5_TA(2003)0431
OJ C 64, 28.2.2001.
OJ C 271, 24.9.1999.
OJ C 79, 22.3.1999.
OJ C 96, 30.3.1998.
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G.

whereas the potential contribution made by fisheries and the activities of local communities to food
security and employment in the developing countries, including the important role played by women
in processing and marketing in these communities, make this sector a major factor in sustainable
development and poverty reduction in developing countries,

H.

whereas drastically reducing the current level of EU tariff protection on canned tuna imports from
third countries as a result of increased competition from south-east Asian countries may cause imbalances on the European tuna market as well as the erosion of the ACP States' preferential treatment,
and whereas this would cause great damage to the latter countries' tropical tuna sectors and endanger
the economic and social development fostered by the tuna industry there,

I.

whereas, although individual ACP countries may be entitled to specific policy-driven measures and
solutions, regional integration should be envisaged as a development goal, in particular towards the
development of a regional fisheries policy and the implementation and enforcement of an effective
regional Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) mechanism to prevent illegal fishing,

J.

whereas overexploitation of fishery resources is mainly a result of weak or non-existent national fisheries policies,

K.

whereas Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing has harmful and worldwide consequences
for the sustainability of fisheries (ranging from large-scale high seas fisheries to small-scale artisanal
fisheries), for the conservation of living marine resources and marine biodiversity as a whole and for
economies of developing countries and their efforts to develop sustainable fisheries management,

L.

whereas joint ventures and temporary partnerships between businesses can play an important role in
supplying markets and developing cooperation between the Community fishing industry and the
fishing industries of third countries,

M.

whereas ACP countries should prevent the indiscriminate use of flags of convenience by all boats,
including those that have lost their fishing rights under signed agreements,

N.

whereas regional fisheries organisations have the potential to be the most effective instrument for
responsible fisheries management and one of the most effective means of combating undesirable
phenomena such as fishing by pirate ships or under flags of convenience; whereas the creation of
regional fishery bodies must be encouraged and given a wide range of delegated competences by individual governments,

O.

whereas improving the equipment of local boats should be included as a targeted measure in all partnership agreements signed by the EU with ACP countries and other developing countries,

P.

whereas studies on the potential of the EEZs, research and use of reliable scientific data are essential
to ensuring the sustainable character of fisheries and other marine resources; whereas all available
data on ACP countries' waters should be sent to those countries and made public,

Q.

whereas scientific resource assessment must be a precondition for access to fishing, and an annual
evaluation of the resources must be a condition for the granting of further fishing permits,

R.

whereas satellite surveillance of the waters of ACP countries with fisheries agreements with the EU
should be developed, all EU vessels should be equipped with Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) as a
compulsory requirement, and information, including on the position and catches of fishing vessels in
ACP States' waters, should be sent in real time to the authorities of the ACP States concerned,

S.

whereas social and cultural factors which affect fishermen and other people dependent on fisheries
are particularly complex as they connect a system focused around the use of fisheries and other
marine resources to a far broader system which determines the ways in which people interact with
one another; whereas many past failures in fisheries development and management have been attributed to the failure of those responsible to understand the wide range of social and cultural factors in
the lives of people involved in the sector and their effects on fisheries,
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T.

whereas the harsh lifestyle of many fishermen and other people dependent on fisheries, and their
exposure to water-borne diseases, malaria, poor sanitation and poor nutrition, increase the susceptibility of fishing communities to HIV infection and place additional strain on fishing households as a
result of having to deal with the burden of caring for those affected by AIDS-related illness,

U.

whereas defining a social and legal status for fishermen should be a priority in national fisheries policies,

V.

whereas education, training and information on sustainable fisheries must be part of national policies
set by all countries in all regions,

W. whereas fisheries have a significant direct and indirect impact on the marine environment,
X.

whereas the creation of protected areas and marine parks proposed to ACP countries could be
financed by the EU and subject to joint monitoring and surveillance,

Y.

whereas the use of incentives to generate change in individual and collective behaviour towards the
environment is increasingly recognised as a tool which has the potential to help mitigate environmental impacts,

Z.

whereas inland fisheries can play a crucial role in rural development; whereas many people —
including women and children — engage in casual fishing, for instance in flood plains, which makes
a significant contribution to the high-grade animal protein available to households,

AA. whereas fisheries in inland waters shared by two or more countries should be subject to coordinated
policies and measures; whereas the EU can provide technical help for the countries involved in setting
up these measures,
AB. whereas aquaculture has been growing constantly over the past decades and whereas it can be
expected to undergo geographical expansion in terms of species farmed and technologies used,
AC. whereas the EU can set up aquaculture partnership projects with developing countries aimed at minimising the negative effects they may produce in the environment,
AD. whereas aquaculture contributes to poverty reduction by being an important additional source in
population feeding,
AE. whereas the EU can help developing countries at enterprise level to improve the sanitary conditions
of fish, fish products and by-products,
AF. whereas the current stringent rules of origin do not allow the ACP States concerned to take full
advantage of processing for export to the EU under the Cotonou preferential trade regime,

Principles and challenges

1.

Reiterates that ACP-EU development cooperation policy in fisheries must: promote the ACP countries'
capacity to develop their fishery resources sustainably and to enhance local added value; facilitate
monitoring, control and surveillance of fisheries; promote a continuous policy dialogue with all relevant actors, including small-scale fishermen and civil society, and obtain a fair price for access rights
for foreign fleets to their EEZs, while acknowledging the need to protect the interests of the ACP and
EU fisheries;

2.

Considers that the protection of EU and ACP fishing interests must be coordinated with the sustainable management of fishery resources in economic, social and environmental terms, and with the livelihoods of coastal communities dependent on fisheries;
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3.

Insists that EU fishing boats should operate in ACP EEZs only if they meet the sustainable fishing and
environmental needs of the ACP State concerned and also if they are equipped with VMS;

4.

Calls for opt-out clauses for the ACP countries if they, at any time, consider that the fishery agreements are harmful to their social, political, environmental or economic interests;

5.

Calls for national marine and inland resources fishing policies to be adopted by all countries; further
calls for regional integration of these policies;

6.

Welcomes recent EU-funded regional cooperation initiatives taken by southern African countries
towards joint fisheries surveillance using both vessels and satellite surveillance; calls for identical initiatives to be planned by other regional organisations;

7.

Calls for measures to be taken to prevent coastal communities' traditional fisheries being edged out by
other, alien practices; therefore insists that all agreements should contain measures to protect smallscale indigenous fisheries, to promote the landing of the fish locally and to require access to be dependent on the use of selective fishing methods;

8.

Calls for action to encourage the participation of local community organisations based on traditional
forms of association in all policy-setting and decision-making related to fisheries and fish-related activities, and for due attention to be paid to the role played by women in the processing and marketing
of sea and aquaculture products; for this purpose calls for national policies to include measures
fostering the creation of associative, cooperative or other micro, small and medium enterprises or
other forms of social and economic organisations;

9.

Calls on ACP-EU development cooperation policy to step up dialogue at regional, national and local
level between the industrial and artisanal fisheries sectors with a view to promoting sustainable development of fishery resources;

10. Calls on the EU to make aid for third countries aimed at helping them implement the FAO's international action plan for combating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing one of the main priorities
when concluding future agreements with third countries; further calls on the EU to help ACP countries sign all international marine and fisheries conservation agreements and to impose measures
similar to those agreed by the EU in all fisheries agreements signed with other third countries;
11. Calls for policies and measures focused on food security to be incorporated into Country Strategy
Papers (CSP); therefore recommends the creation of locally and regionally controlled integrated
circuits allowing fish to be delivered from the fisherman to the final consumer at the lowest possible
price;
12. Calls for strong national fisheries policies preventing the overexploitation of fisheries resources;
13. Calls for programmes to manage by-catches; urges that captured fish that cannot be returned to the
sea alive should be disembarked and used for food aid;
14. Recommends that necessary studies on the potential of the EEZs, research and the use of reliable
scientific data should be carried out in partnership between EU and ACP countries, because they are
essential for ensuring the sustainable character of fisheries and for the negotiations of bilateral fisheries agreement;
15. Considers that scientific resource assessment must be a precondition for access to fishing, and that an
annual evaluation of the resources must be a condition for obtaining further fishing permits;
16. Calls on ACP states to develop regional scientific cooperation programmes for the collection and
sharing of data on fish stocks as well as a continuous evaluation of the effects of fisheries and various
fishing methods on ecosystems;
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17. Calls for programmes to meet the special requirements of developing countries in combating IUU
fishing and, in particular, the need to strengthen their capacity for fisheries monitoring, control and
surveillance; further calls for the prevention of the indiscriminate use of flags of convenience by all
boats, including those that have lost their fishing rights under signed agreements;
18. Requests that satellite surveillance of the waters of ACP countries with fisheries agreements with the
EU be developed, that all EU fishing boats be equipped with VMS as a compulsory requirement and
that the position and catches of the vessels be reported in real time to the ACP States concerned;

Social aspects

19. Calls for ACP countries to adopt a social and legal status for fishermen and other fisheries workers;
20. Calls for the inclusion of the social clause adopted on 19 December 2001 at the plenary meeting of
the ‘Sea Fishing’ Sector Social Dialogue Committee in the protocols to agreements, with a view to
ensuring that all seafarers on board EU and ACP vessels enjoy freedom of association, the right to
collective bargaining, the elimination of discrimination, adequate remuneration, and living and
working conditions similar to those of EU seafarers;
21. Calls for the creation of tailored insurance products to cover coastal traditional and artisanal fisheries
hazards;
22. Calls for special EU/ACP joint surveillance to be carried out concerning the treatment received by fishermen employed on ships sailing under flags of convenience;
23. Calls for strengthened institutionalised initiatives that address the problem of HIV/AIDS and waterborne diseases among fishing communities in both the developing and EU countries;
24. Calls for the creation of pools of government-paid on-board observers to be deployed on EU and ACP
fishing vessels and on other distant-water fishing vessels offloading catches at designated ports in ACP
countries, thus preventing the corruption that can arise when that payment is the responsibility of the
vessel owner;
25. Calls for training and capacity-building programmes for local communities dependent on fisheries to
be included in national policies; further calls for primary and secondary education curricula to include
general awareness and technical subjects addressed to children living in areas where fishing is the
dominant activity;
26. Calls for the provision of scientific and professional training programmes for local fishermen in the
CSPs, thus allowing them to apply for jobs in the EU fleet;
27. Calls for the creation of alternative programmes for generating income for families having to abandon
traditional fisheries, for instance in tourism, rural development or other activities;
28. Calls for special EU support as part of EU development aid for inhabitants of remote ACP States of
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans that are heavily dependent on subsistence fisheries for income
generation, so as to improve their families' health, balanced diet and the education of their children,
especially girls;
29. Urges ACP fishing nations to include mechanisms in their national policy frameworks to avoid or
minimise the negative effects on families caused by fishermen that must work for months or years
away from home without returning to their native countries; these effects may lead to family breakups, often causing hardship and long-lasting negative implications for the children left with their
mothers, especially for girls and very young children;
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30. Recognises that diversifying fisheries activities, increased local processing of production and other
value-added activities, especially through micro-project types in ACP countries, could lead to wider
participation, job creation and other employment opportunities for young people and women, thus
redistributing wealth in the community; therefore encourages the European Commission to pay equal
attention to this sector as to every other sector;
31. Calls on the ACP States and the EU to fully recognise that fisheries can potentially contribute to food
security, are fundamental in food relief programmes in times of disasters and help to reduce famine in
ACP countries; therefore urges the European Commission and the World Food Programme to allocate
resources for island states with large fisheries potential to participate, in line with accepted standards,
in food relief initiatives that are also important for the local economies, and further calls on the ACP
island states included in this programme to give special customs consideration as is usual during relief
works;
32. Calls on the ACP States and the EU to pay special attention to traditional and cultural values and practices attached to fishing or in use in some island states;
33. Urges ACP and EU fishing nations to strengthen their national policy frameworks and regional cooperation strategies against the use of fishing boats or the fishing industry to disguise illegal immigration
and drug trafficking within or between ACP States or between ACP States and the EU Member States;

Economic and financial aspects

34. Proposes the encouragement at local level, in the ACP countries, of transfers of technology, scientific
know-how etc. in an investment-friendly form;
35. Calls for efforts by national and regional authorities to promote the creation of joint enterprises with
preferential access to the EU market, provided such joint action does not contribute to over-fishing;
36. Urges that discriminatory measures are not taken within the WTO to reduce customs duties for
canned tuna from some Asian developing countries, measures that may be harmful to the ACP countries, and calls on the Commission to consider the use of a ‘carve-out’ clause in the WTO tariff reduction formula in the DDA in order to maintain an effective level of preference for ACP canned tuna
exports to the EU; otherwise their entire tuna canning industry may be devastated with serious socioeconomic consequences;
37. Calls on the EU to make every effort at the WTO tariff negotiations under way to maintain the
current regime regulating the import of canned tuna from third countries;
38. Urges ACP countries to implement the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement); asks therefore that EU financial assistance be used for the improvement of export facilities, thus bringing them into line with international SPS requests;
39. Stresses the principle of the exclusive competence of the recipient country to spend at its discretion
the contribution it receives in exchange for granting fishing rights to the EU; nevertheless recognises
that earmarking part of the financial contribution for the development of the local fishing industry or
the adoption of targeted measures, preferably in agreement with a national policy for marine
resources, should be envisaged;
40. Considers that a clear separation must be made between compensation paid for access to fishing and
any more general sustainable development aid included in the agreement as targeted measures, for
instance for monitoring, surveillance, control or infrastructure development, or for direct support to
communities dependent on fisheries;
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41. Calls for the implementation of micro-credit programmes aimed at promoting locally and regionally
coherent fisheries; recognises the important role micro-credit plays as a decentralised cooperation
tool; calls, in this context, on EU-ACP cooperation to include fiscal, administrative and technical capacity-building that could lead to further local and regional investment in the fisheries sector;
42. Urges the negotiators of the EPAs and other stakeholders such as economic interest groups, civil
society and citizens of the ACP and EU in general to take cognisance of the messages expressed
herein, both prior to and during the negotiation process, in order to enable an appropriate and
proportionate response to this resolution by the relevant ACP countries; and further calls on the
Commission to examine seriously the ACP proposal for the conclusion of a Regional Fisheries Framework Agreement in the context of future EPAs, as appropriate;

Environmental aspects

43. Calls for special programmes designed for fisheries in inland waters to be adopted;
44. Recognises the contribution inland fisheries can make to rural development, as many people —
including women and children — engage in casual fishing, for instance in flood plains, making a
significant additional contribution to the high-grade animal protein available to households;
45. Calls for coordinated policies and measures for fisheries in inland waters shared by two or more countries; further calls for EU technical help to the countries involved in setting up these policies and
measures;
46. Calls on the EU to finance measures by ACP States involved in internal fisheries aimed at combating
the disappearance through sand encroachment of lakes and waterways, at maintaining their fish
stocks in the long term and at modernising fishing techniques with a view to making them more
viable and sustainable;
47. Calls on the ACP States of the African continent to strengthen their national policy frameworks or
regional cooperation strategies against abuse, overuse or pollution of rivers or lakes on which more
than one country is dependent for fishing, aquaculture or other fisheries-related activity;
48. Urges a ban in all ACP and EU waters on any fishing boat from those countries fishing any endangered species (fish or sea mammal) as specified by CITES and a total ban on the practice of shark
finning, except where this is a by-product of fishing shark for meat;
49. Calls for a focus on decentralised production, using environmentally friendly, low-cost sustainable
aquaculture methods;
50. Urges that precautions be taken to ensure that aquaculture does not lead to a loss of biodiversity as a
result of interaction between escaped farmed animals or the introduction of waste into the wider
environment;
51. Calls on the EU to continue impact assessment studies concerning the sustainable character of the
Fishing Partnership Agreements (FPAs) and to allocate the necessary resources for this purpose;
52. Envisages, based on scientific studies, the creation by ACP countries of marine parks or protected
zones, where only traditional indigenous fisheries could be allowed; calls for financing and training of
personnel capable of carrying out the surveillance needed in these areas;
53. Calls for national and regional sustainable development strategies in the fisheries sector to take into
consideration, based on reliable scientific research and adapted to the particular local marine circumstances, other means of reducing the negative biological effects of fishing and to restore depleted fish
stocks, such as closed seasons and mesh size regulations;
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54. Underlines the need for measures in the fisheries sector for the protection of the marine environment
to be integrated into, and complemented by, more wide-ranging marine sustainable development strategies that address issues such as coastal and off-shore pollution and maritime transport;
55. Underlines the need, when developing fisheries strategies, to find a proper balance between economic
and ecological considerations so as not to penalise economically and socially vital fishing operations
through over-regulation; stresses the need for financial mechanisms to compensate or support fishermen having to adapt to new environmental legislation;
56. Calls for a ban on the use of fishing techniques which may cause migratory species to lose their
feeding habits and migration trajectories; admits that exceptions could be accepted when coastal fisheries contribute towards meeting local communities' fish security needs;
57. Calls for a ban on the use of explosives and traditional herbal poisoning of fish as methods of fishing,
as these kill fish indiscriminately and are very harmful to coral and the general marine ecosystems;
therefore urges all fishing nations to ensure that the ban is reflected in their national policy frameworks;
58. Urges tropical ACP countries which have mangroves around their coastal waters to formulate national
policy frameworks for the protection of mangroves, as they provide the marine environment and
ecosystems necessary for natural fish breeding;
59. Recommends that ACP countries use EU help at enterprise level to improve the sanitary conditions of
fish, fish products and by-products;
60. Calls for eco-labelling to be included in country and regional fishery strategies as a tool for conservation of the environment and marine biodiversity, and also as a marketing tool for creating market
niches with better and more stable prices;
61. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council, the European Commission, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the African Union and all Regional Fisheries Organisations.

RESOLUTION (1)
on the situation in Sudan

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,
—

meeting in Vienna (Austria) from 19 to 22 June 2006,

—

having regard to Article 17(1) of its Rules of Procedure,

—

having regard to its previous resolutions on Sudan,

—

having regard to the European Parliament resolution on Sudan of 6 April 2006,

—

having regard to the Pan-African Parliament report on Sudan of April 2006,

—

having regard to the reports on the fact-finding missions to Darfur of the European Parliament
(February and September 2004), the Pan-African Parliament (November 2004) and the ACP-EU JPA
(March 2005),

—

having regard to the visit of a UN Security Council delegation to Darfur in June 2006,

(1) Adopted on 22 June 2006.
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—

having regard to the third report of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) to the
UN Security Council on Darfur of 14 June 2006,

—

having regard to UN Security Council resolutions S/RES/1663, 1665 and 1672 of 2006 and the
report to the UN Secretary-General of the International Commission of Enquiry on Darfur,

—

having regard to the N'Djamena ceasefire agreement signed on 8 April 2004 between the Government of Sudan (GOS) and the two rebel movements,

—

having regard to the protocols on the improvement of the humanitarian situation in Darfur and on
the enhancement of the security situation in Darfur, both signed in Abuja (Nigeria) on 9 November
2004,

—

having regard to the Tripoli declaration of 8 February 2006 between Sudan and Chad following the
tension between the two countries,

—

having regard to the African Union Ceasefire Commission's Violation Report No 96/2005,

—

having regard to the latest report of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on
Sudan published on 27 January 2006,

—

having regard to the Abuja (Nigeria) Peace Agreement of 5 May 2006,

A.

whereas a rebellion led by the Sudanese Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and
Equality Movement (JEM) began in Darfur in February 2003,

B.

whereas the main rebel group in Darfur, the Sudanese Liberation Movement (SLM), and the GOS
signed a peace agreement on the future of Darfur on 5 May 2006, while the two other parties, the
JEM and the smaller Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA) faction, did not sign, are calling for further
concessions from the GOS and have rejected the terms of the deal,

C.

whereas the Peace and Security Council of the African Union (AU) decided on 12 January 2006 to
extend the mandate of AU Mission in Sudan (AMIS) to 31 March 2006; it has further decided to
extend the mission to 30 September 2006; the AU has expressed its support for a transition after that
date from AMIS to a UN mission,

D.

whereas there are serious difficulties with, and obstacles to, the delivery of humanitarian aid to the
population of Darfur,

E.

whereas the Darfur conflict is increasingly affecting the stability of neighbouring Chad and constitutes
a threat to regional peace and security,

F.

whereas the protection of those in villages and in internally displaced persons (IDP) camps in Darfur
remains inadequate,

1.

Welcomes the conclusion of the peace agreement on 5 May 2006 but regrets that some rebel groups
have refused to sign;

2.

Calls for all parties to the peace agreement to implement this agreement especially with regard to the
disarming of all armed militias including the Janjaweed;

3.

Urges the two other rebel groups outside the 5 May 2006 peace agreement, and the GOS, to reach an
agreement to bring peace to the region;

4.

Calls on the GOS, all Sudanese parties and the international community to have all landmines in the
south cleared in order to help to create a more conducive environment for returnees;

5.

Supports the efforts of the Government of National Unity of Sudan to effectively implement the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in a fully inclusive process;

6.

Welcomes the support of the AU for a UN peacekeeping operation in Darfur, and calls on the international community led by the AU to act immediately in order to secure the protection of civilians, in
particular women and children, in Darfur, notably by reinforcing the resources of AMIS;
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7.

Welcomes the call by Kofi Annan for a technical assessment mission to be sent to Darfur in preparation for the UN force with the aim of establishing safe conditions and providing protection for the
population, which has been the victim of an unprecedented genocide, in accordance with Chapter VII
of the United Nations Charter;

8.

Urges the resumption of bilateral development talks between EU Member States and the Government
of National Unity of Sudan in order to stabilise war-affected areas in Darfur;

9.

Calls on all armed groups to respect human rights and international humanitarian law by ceasing all
attacks on civilians including sexual violence against women;

10. Urges the Sudanese authorities to fight impunity and to bring to justice immediately the perpetrators
of human rights violations including sexual violence;
11. Urges the GOS to apprehend the four leaders of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in compliance
with the arrest warrants issued by the International Criminal Court (ICC), and immediately hand them
over for trial;
12. Is gravely concerned over recent events on the Sudan-Chad border; calls on both Governments to
refrain from any action that would undermine the stability of the region, and to use all means in
support of the Darfur peace process;
13. Calls on the international community and the GOS to recognise and to support the ICC's investigation
into violations of humanitarian and human rights law in Darfur; underlines the extreme gravity of the
findings of the third report of the ICC Prosecutor, which states that some of the groups involved in
the commission of crimes in Darfur did so ‘with specific genocidal intent’;
14. Calls on the UN Security Council to consider an arms embargo as well as an oil embargo on Sudan
and targeted sanctions against those responsible for human rights abuses and other atrocities, and to
ensure that such sanctions do not add to the suffering of the population of Sudan;
15. Urges the GOS to make every effort to ensure the safe and voluntary return of all refugees and IDPs
and to cooperate with the UN agencies, the NGO community and civil society organisations in this
regard;
16. Calls on the international community to establish a special fund for the rehabilitation of the Darfur
region following the signing of a peace agreement binding on all parties and the cessation of fighting;
17. Calls on the Bureau of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly to monitor the situation in Sudan and in
doing so to schedule a follow-up mission to Sudan before the first meeting of the Bureau in 2007;
18. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council, the European Commission, the African Union Institutions including the Pan-African Parliament, the UN Secretary-General
and the Government of Sudan.

RESOLUTION (1)
on avian influenza

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,
—

meeting in Vienna (Austria) from 19 to 22 June 2006,

—

having regard to Article 17(1) of its Rules of Procedure,

—

having regard to the recent spread of the H5N1 strain of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI)
from south-east Asia to western Asia, Europe and Africa,

(1) Adopted on 22 June 2006.
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—

having regard to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals adopted
on 23 June 1979,

—

having regard to the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement signed in Cotonou (Benin) on 23 June 2000,

—

having regard to the International Health Regulations adopted by the World Health Organisation on
23 May 2005 concerning the management of public health emergencies of international concern,

—

having regard to Directive 2005/94/EC of the Council of the European Union adopted on 20
December 2005 on Community measures to control avian influenza,

—

having regard to the International Pledging Conference on Avian and Human Influenza held in
Beijing (China) on 17 and 18 January 2006,

—

having regard to the undertaking given by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) to deal with any situation arising out of the spread
of HPAI,

A.

whereas, since late 2003, outbreaks of HPAI, caused by the H5N1 virus, which are unprecedented in
their geographical scope and virulence, have been spreading rapidly in many countries in Europe and
Africa,

B.

whereas HPAI has potentially serious implications for agriculture and sectors of the subsistence
economy, in particular poultry-keeping, and for human health, the sustainable use of wild birds and
the conservation of species,

C.

whereas, in addition to causing human mortality and morbidity, a pandemic may disrupt the global
economy, break production chains, halt trade and interrupt services that involve human contact,

D.

whereas, according to World Bank estimates, a global pandemic could cost US$ 800 million per year,
reducing global GDP by 2 %, with Asia and Africa likely to be hardest hit,

E.

whereas essentially all currently known cases of human infection with the avian influenza virus have
been caused by contact with infected poultry rather than by contact with wild birds,

F.

whereas there is a need to strengthen public health systems in developing countries,

G.

whereas in many developing countries, particularly the ACP States, there is a flagrant lack of information coupled with general disregard for the important issues related to the spread of avian influenza,
the risks it may pose, and ways of anticipating and responding to outbreaks of avian influenza,

H.

whereas the outbreak of the H7N7 virus in the Netherlands, Belgium, and Germany was successfully
stamped out in 2003 by implementing rigorous control and biosecurity measures,

I.

whereas it is important to minimise at source the threat posed by the avian influenza pandemic to
both animal and human populations by means of a rapid reduction in the viral burden of H5N1,
prompt notification of outbreaks in birds, poultry culling and vaccination, including of ‘backyard’
flocks, and provision of appropriate compensation for farmers,

J.

whereas human cases of H5N1 infection may be difficult to distinguish from other infections, since
health systems in developing countries, particularly in Africa, are already struggling to cope with children and adults suffering from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, respiratory infections and other
diseases,

K.

whereas at the Beijing International Pledging Conference the international community pledged US$
1,9 billion to help third countries, in particular the least developed, to tackle avian influenza at source
and, in so doing, reduce the risk of a human influenza pandemic,

L.

whereas at their 11th Summit held in Nairobi (Kenya) on 20 March 2006 the Heads of State and
Government of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) announced concerted
efforts to establish all the necessary mechanisms and preparedness plans to mitigate the impact of
avian influenza,
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M.

whereas the WHO has issued a warning about a possible influenza pandemic in the near future,

1.

Expresses its solidarity with all the countries affected by the H5N1 avian influenza virus and pays
tribute to all the victims of this epidemic;

2.

Recognises that avian influenza poses a global threat with possible repercussions for human health,
the global economy and world stability, since little is known about human immunity to a mutated
strain of H5N1;

3.

Urges the ACP States to further integrate public health into their national economic and social development strategies, including through the establishment and improvement of effective public health
mechanisms, in particular networks for disease surveillance, response, control, prevention and treatment, information exchange and recruitment, training and retention of national public health
personnel;

4.

Draws attention to the need to draw up emergency plans in the event of human or animal infection
and takes the view that those emergency plans should focus on:
— strengthening surveillance and detection capacities,
— preventive containment measures at the slightest suspicion of infection,
— making the general public and the professionals concerned more aware of what is at stake,
educating them and making appeals to their individual sense of responsibility,
— supporting those affected by the crisis so that they can develop their ability to overcome it, and in
particular full compensation for small poultry-farmers,
— promoting human vaccine research and development,
— supporting the measures needed to contain the disease;

5.

Emphasises that national plans to combat the virus must reflect the situation on the ground and
specific national or local circumstances, in particular taking account of the role played by associations
and the medical professions or of the arrangements for distributing medicines;

6.

Calls on the ACP States and the EU Member States to take effective, fully transparent measures to
prevent the spread of avian influenza in their respective regions;

7.

Emphasises the importance of international cooperation in the area of the control of infectious
diseases with a view to strengthening public health facilities in developing countries, including by
exchanging information and sharing experience;

8.

Welcomes the biosecurity measures being taken by the European Union in response to the most
recent outbreaks of avian influenza;

9.

Stresses the need to implement fully integrated approaches in order to address the issues raised by the
spread of avian influenza, approaches which must draw on and integrate virological, epidemiological,
medical, ornithological and wildlife management expertise;

10. Urges the African countries affected by avian influenza to make even greater efforts in their respective
regions to halt the spread of the disease by establishing their own coordination and surveillance plans
at national, regional or continental level, with a view to optimising collective cross-border prevention
and planning measures and to being ready to work together in the event of a cross-border outbreak or
an outbreak in a neighbouring region;
11. Calls on the European Union to promote research into and the development of vaccines against the
H5N1 virus and to assist the ACP countries with response and containment measures in the event of
outbreaks;
12. Calls on the international community to help the countries affected and the countries at risk to
enhance their veterinary and public health capacities;
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13. Calls on the European Union to provide financial assistance for farming and rural communities in the
ACP States hit by an epizootic and for associated sectors, such as agri-foodstuffs, tourism and transport;
14. Urges that existing national immunisation networks, such as the polio immunisation network, should
be used to provide large numbers of people with timely health information and to take action in
connection with potential outbreaks of avian influenza;
15. Welcomes the undertaking given by the European Commission to earmark € 30 million for the
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, out of the € 80 million it pledged at the Beijing International
Pledging Conference, to help third countries to tackle potential outbreaks of avian and human influenza;
16. Hopes that there will be no delay in mobilising financial resources so that the countries concerned
can implement programmes to combat H5N1 avian influenza as effectively as possible; calls on the
Commission to release the whole amount pledged for ACP countries at the Beijing International Pledging Conference;
17. Calls on the Commission to actively support the efforts of the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme; urges that the measures to be taken should seek to establish the precise routes
taken by migratory birds across the world, with a particular focus on the European-African and European-Russian routes, and should concentrate on what can be done to protect birds; emphasises that
random screening of animals and vaccination against avian influenza can be valuable tools to supplement disease control measures;
18. Expresses it concern at the increase in export refunds for poultrymeat announced by the Commission
and calls for a study into the impact which that measure might have on markets in the ACP countries;
19. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council, the European Commission, the ACP Ministers responsible for health and agricultural/veterinary matters, the DirectorGeneral of the World Health Organisation, the Director-General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the African Union Commission.
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