
Defendant: Google Inc.

Questions referred

1. Does a national rule which prohibits only commercial operators of search engines and commercial service providers 
which edit content, but not other users, including commercial users, from making press products or parts thereof 
(excluding individual words and very short text excerpts) available to the public constitute, under Article 1(2) and (5) of 
Directive 98/34/EC (as amended by Directive 98/48/EC), (1) a rule which is not specifically aimed at the services defined 
in that point,

and, if that is not the case,

2. does a national rule which prohibits only commercial operators of search engines and commercial service providers 
which edit content, but not other users, including commercial users, from making press products or parts thereof 
(excluding individual words and very short text excerpts) available to the public constitute a technical regulation within 
the meaning of Article 1(11) of Directive 98/34/EC (as amended by Directive 98/48/EC), namely a compulsory rule on 
the provision of a service?

(1) Directive 98/34/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 June 1998 laying down a procedure for the provision of 
information in the field of technical standards and regulations, as amended by Directive 98/48/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 20 July 1998 amending Directive 98/34/EC laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of 
technical standards and regulations, OJ 1998 L 217, p. 18.
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Question referred

Is Article 2(2) of Directive 2000/78/EC (1) establishing a general framework for equal treatment in employment and 
occupation to be interpreted as precluding a provision in a collective agreement under which the receipt of interim 
assistance — granted, on the basis of the basic remuneration laid down in the collective agreement, with the aim of 
ensuring a reasonable means of subsistence for workers who have lost their jobs until they are able to secure financial 
protection through entitlement to a pension under the statutory pension scheme — ends once the worker concerned is 
entitled to receive an early retirement pension, and the application of which is based on the possibility of receiving an early 
retirement pension on grounds of disability? 

(1) Council Directive 2000/78/EC of 27 November 2000 establishing a general framework for equal treatment in employment and 
occupation (OJ 2000 L 303, p. 16).
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